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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF VERDE KILETNGRASS

The Texas Agricultural Experiment Station; Soil Conscrvation Service,
U.S. Deparrment of Agriculture, and Agricul cural Rescarch, Science and
Fdocation Adreinistration, U.S, Depavtment of Agpricul ture; announce the
releasce and naiing of Verde kleingrass. 1t was developed by the Texas
Agricultural Experimeni Station, College Station, Texas in cooperation
vith Soil Ceneervation Service, and Agricultural Research, USDA.

Verde kleingrass (Panicum celeratum L.) is a svnthetic variety de-

veloped throvgh two cycles of maternal line selection.  7The first cycic
was bascd on open-pollinated proceny performance and the sccond cycle
on pevformance of progeny resulting fréu restricted interpol)ination of
supcrior plants selected in the firvst cyele. Two polycrosses were involved
in the second cycle and they were cowbined te produce Verde,

Verde has been evaluated for seed size and seedling vigoar in the
laboratory, controlled environment facilitice and grcgnhousc. Scedling
vigor, forape production, forage quality ond sced production have been

evaluated in replicated field trials. The advantapes over the presently



available cqltivar (Fleingrass 75) are (1) larger seed ard (2) dmproved
scedling vigor. Verde is equal or superior to Kleingrass 75 in forage
quality and secd production, and equal to or slightly lower than klein-
grass in forage production., While Kleingrass 75 is readily used by gamc
birds, larger seed will enhance its value as a gémobird food sourcec. The
larger seed also impart increased seedling vigor whicn is important in
establishment and early production. The primary use is expected to be in
conjunction with game bird intercsts in South and Central Texas.

The new cultivar gets its name from its green color contrasted Lo
the bluish types found in the same species. The green types also gencerally
have smaller stems and lecaves than the blue types.

Three classes of seed (Breeders, Foundation, Certificd) of Verde
kleingrass are rccognized. Brecder seed will be maintainod by the Soil
and Crop Sciences Dcepartment, Texos Agricu}turu] Experiment Statioa.
Foundation secd will be maintained and distributed by the Foundation Sced
Scrvice, Texas Agricultural Station,

Suggested release date for Verde kleingrass, April 1, 1981.

~_E [N\ TN APR 61981

Director Date
Texas Apricultural Experiment Station

%;ww’- % 7,4 /’4[ Jﬁlﬂfi /3,094

Director of Ecological Scifnces Date
Soil Conservation Service

US Department of Agriculture

[M ' | % s, 178/

Ki Jr.
Zr¢1/X|mnn1 Arater? o Date

Apricultural Rescarch Scicence and kducation Administration
US Deparwwent of Agriculture




