Bedded Pack Barn

Alternative Feeding Operations for Beef and Dairy Cattle

What is a Bedded Pack Barn?

A bedded pack barn is an alternative for livestock producers in South Dakota. Producers are increasingly
utilizing this type of animal housing for beef cattle feeding and dairy operations in this region. There are
different variations of bedded pack barns, which include different types of buildings, different types of bedding
and different types of bedded pack management.

The two most common types of bedded pack buildings are hoop structures and mono-slope structures. Hoop
structures are generally constructed with wood or concrete sidewalls, tubular steel truss system, and a woven
polyethylene fabric cover.
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From a manure management standpoint, bedded pack barns provide two
distinct differences from traditional open lots. The first is that the bedding
in the barns absorbs the water in the manure and the second is that the Natural
roof keeps precipitation out of the cattle feeding area. This eliminates runoff
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from the feeding operation and the need for runoff collection, storage, and Resou rces-
treatment measures. For facilities with geotechnical conditions not conducive to Conservation
constructing runoff storage ponds, this can make a barn the preferred option to Service

feed cattle at the location. sd.nres.usda.gov/
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